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www.alpineclub.ir
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The Alpine Club of Iran (Anjoman Kouhnavardan Iran)

The Alpine Club of Iran is a non-governmental and non-profit organization
founded in 2000, representing the Iranian mountaineering community.

Goals to achieve

e Promote friendship and cooperation between mountaineers

e Research and study mountaineering and mountains

e Educate members and the public by maintaining an information center, a
library, and through publications and meetings

e Engage in mountain and wilderness conservation efforts

e Support mountaineers, mountaineering clubs, and good-style
mountaineering

e Participate in mountain rescue activities.

The club is directed by a seven-person board of directors who are elected for a
period of two years in the “meeting of members”.

Iran Mountain Watch (DEKA)

Iran Mountain Watch, also known as DEKA which is an acronym for the Persian
name of the organization, Dideban Kouhestan Iran, is an organization affiliated
with the Alpine Club of Iran. This organization is dedicated to mountain protection
and preservation activities.
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This organization attempts to raise the public’s awareness of the importance of
mountains in their lives. Mountains are the "water towers" for the world;
approximately half of the world's population rely on mountains or the supply of
fresh water. In arid and semi-arid countries like Iran, almost all of the fresh water
comes from mountains. If there was not the Zagros, the Alborz, and other
mountain chains or summits in Iran, the appearance of this land would have been
completely a desert one. Thanks to the mountains, these lands can "harvest” a
remarkable part of humidity coming from Mediterranean or Caspian Seas, convert
it into rain and snow, and reserve it as snowfields and glaciers. Although Iran is
situated in the "desert belt" of the world, it has permanent rivers, some lakes and
wetlands, and forests which are rare in this part of the planet.

Mountains are the bed for pastures which feed most of the domestics in Iran. They
are also the bed for biodiversity, and provide the population with herbs, wood, and
minerals. A good part of Iran’s ancient culture was formed and remain in mountain
communities. Many languages or dialects, ceremonies, music, and beautiful
handicrafts such as hand-woven carpets and kelims have their origins in
mountains. In modern era, mountain sports and backcountry trips in mountain
ranges have a prominent role in human life. Mountains link our lives to the
"mother nature" and satisfy our desire to wilderness.

DEKA is committed to protecting mountains, these valuable ecosystems, by
preventing their destruction and polluting, through research, education, action and
lobbying.

Address

Unit 12, No. 590, Next to Lalezar, Enghelab St, Tehran 11457, I.R. Iran
Tel: (+98 21) 66712243

Fax: (+98 21) 66712421

www.alpineclub.ir

am.kouh@gmail.com
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